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of such cases as the Honos case the magistrate may
exclude the public, including the newspaper reporters, but
this is a matter of detail. The main question is whether at
the hearing in any court of any case involving indecency
the court should be able to exclude the public. Of the

desirability of such a change in our legal customs we have

grave doubts. We believe that such benefit as may be

derived from publicity should be accorded to all, what-

ever the crimes may be of which they are accused ; while
in the case of newspapers the law is already strong enough
to deal with transgressors whose sense of decency does not

sufficiently restrain them.

Fog and Smoke.
THOSE who live in London stand in little need of being

reminded that the town has this season suffered greatly
from the effects of fog. Those who live in the country have
received but few letters from the metropolis without being
informed of the fact, and the French public have been
favoured with the most full and circumstantial particulars.
The London correspondent of that excellent journal the Paris

Figaro has informed his readers that on one occasion the fog
was so dense in the town that it was with difficulty that the
audiences at the theatres could see the actors, and that

many people who left home for the evening intending to
return found it wiser to spend the night at their clubs or at
some neighbouring hotel. The account may perhaps be

thought rather highly coloured, and it does not on the

face of it appear very accurate, but, on the other hand,
the ill-effects of a dense fog are not easily over-estimated:
as a rule, the most important of them are minimised and
often are entirely ignored. For whether looked at from

the mental, the physical, or the economic point of view fogs
have no redeeming feature.
No one who has had any personal experience of the

question would deny that days spent in darkness or in

artificial light have a very depressing effect on the mind.
The mental constitution of the inhabitants of a dark city
is never cheerful. The fact of existence ceases to be

pleasurable. The characteristic peculiarities of the English
"spleen which are always insisted on by our French neigh-
bours become evident even to ourselves. Of the physical
discomforts of fog everyone is conscious ; while the increase
which it causes in the death-rate can be seen in the
published tables of mortality. But these fail to show the

whole of the harm which is caused, for many hundreds, if

not thousands, of Londoners, who have become aware of

the fact that fogs cau.se the bronchitis from which they suffer

during every winter in town, now wisely absent themselves,
but they carry with them the permanent structural injuries
which they received in the past, only saving themselves
from premature death by a timely flight. Many people who
could comfortably prolong their lives by adopting this course
fail to do so, and a still larger number find it impossible
to leave their duties ; but a sufficient section of the London
p)pulation leave London in the fog time to interfere

with the accuracy of the vital statistics. The economic

effects of fog are not difficult to particularise, but the

expenditure of money which they cause would not be easy
to estimate. Everyone is familiar with the damage done to

wearing apparel by fogs, and with the grave expense
due to the increased necessity for the use of artificial

light. To every householder in London during fog"
time a grave expense is caused, and the only gainers.
are the gas and electric light companies-the latter of

which, it may be parenthetically observed, themselves.

contribute to no slight extent to the production of black.

fogs.
Everyone who has had experience of them will readily

admit that London fogs are a nuisance which has no-

redeeming feature, and it is well to understand how they
are caused and how they can be prevented or at least

how their effects can be mitigated. There is no doubt

as to the nature and causation of black fog. The black--

ness is caused by very fine particles of soot held in sus-

pension in the aqueous vapour of the atmosphere. The.

particles of soot are unconsumed smoke. Sir WILLIAM

RICHMOND, R.A., has estimated that as many as 6000

tons of coal were carried off in suspension in the atmosphere-
daily from the chimneys of London. We do not know how

this estimate was arrived at, nor is such a numerical

calculation of much practical value. It is enough for US-
to know that unconsumed black smoke is given off in large
quantity from the London factories ; that the volume of it is
so immense that it is sometimes carried to great distances.
into the country, where its appearance and its smell are-

readily appreciable ; and that, unfortunately for the people-
of London, under certain atmospheric conditions it occa-

sionally remains near the site of its origin, causing a dense.-

pall of darkness to cover the city. The chief factorr

which contributes to produce this condition is a still) 

and moist air-that is to say, absence of strong wind&mdash;-

exposed to changes of temperature and pressure. What,.
then, can be done to prevent black fog? Under present.
conditions obviously no control over the wind can be-

exercised. The moisture of the London atmosphere can-
not be suddenly diminished by human effort, but it may

be mentioned that at present two large open spaces in

the west of London-Hyde Park and Regent’s Park-are
insufficiently drained and give off much moisture. The

way, and the only way, to prevent black fogs in London
is to stop the emission of black smoke.

Black smoke is given off from the chimneys of many

private houses and in a virulentdegree from a huge number
of factories. In the case of the smoke given off from factory
chimneys the Public Health (London) Act, 1891, placed the
control of the matter under the care of the metropolitan
vestries and of the London County Council. At the present
time the administration of the Act rests with the metro-

politan boroughs, and in case of their neglect with the
London County Council. The Public Health Act was an

excellent and a far-reaching measure. Its provisions in

regard to smoke are stringent, but they have never been

properly carried out. If the London local authorities will

simply perform the duties which have been entrusted to.

them they will earn the gratitude of the people. Up to the

present time they have not done so, but it is not likely that.

they will be allowed to remain supine. On Wednesday
afternoon last an influential meeting was held at Grosvenor
House in connexion with the Coal Smoke Abatement Society,
when the important motions, the text of which we have
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already published in THE LANCET,l were passed unani-

mously. These resolutions recognise to the full, but

without exaggeration, the varied and far-reaching mischief
that follows upon the perpetual pouring into the London at-

mosphere of foul smoke. Sir WILLIAM H. BROADBENT testi-

fied to the physical ills that follow upon the respiration
of such polluted air ; Professor A. H. CHURCH, speaking
as chemist to the Royal Academy, proved the damage
wrought by coal smoke upon works of art ; Sir WILLIAM

THISTELTON-DYER, director of Kew Gardens, showed that

vegetable life had in coal smoke a bitter enemy ; Professor
’LODGE pointed out that to a great extent the remedy lay
in the hands of the public who should insist upon the

strict enforcement of laws for the prevention of the escape
of coal smoke into the atmosphere ; and Sir WILLIAM RICH-

’ MOND, R.A., president of the Coal Smoke Abatement Society,
’proved by facts and figures the work which the society has

already done in putting down the evil. Not for the first

time we bring the efforts of this young and energetic society
to the notice of our readers. It is doing good service to

the public health. 

Annotations.

MR. LONG ON THE METROPOLITAN WATER-
SUPPLY. 

" Ne quid nimis."

ON Monday last, Nov. 18th, the Hon. W. F. D. Smith gave
’a dinner to the metropolitan Unionist leaders and to the

executive committee of the Metropolitan Division of the
National Union of Conservative and Constitutional Associa-
tions. The occasion offered Mr. Long an opportunity of
making a speech on the London water-supply, for the

matter being specially referred to by his host, Mr.

Long’s reply to the toast of his health was devoted
to the subject. Mr. Long stated that he would
bring in a Bill which, if passed, would constitute a new
Authority which would undertake the administration of

the water-supply of the metropolis and would purchase the
business of the existing companies. It does not appear that
he brought forward any arguments in favour or his purchase
scheme. It will be interesting to those who are well
informed as to the ins and outs of this complicated question
-as every reader of THE LANCET may be presumed to be-
to learn what form Mr. Long’s proposals will take exactly.

LEAD-POISONING IN THE POTTERIES.

As we pointed out briefly in an annotation in THE LANCET
of Nov. 16th, p. 1354, the new special rules proposed by the
Home Office for further protecting the lives and health of
the workpeople in the pottery trade have met with a varying
fate in arbitration. We may now outline the practical effect
of the decision of Lord James of Hereford. All the purely
precautionary rules (with the exception of Rule V1., which
would oblige adult male workers to submit to a monthly
medical examination, and gives the certifying surgeon in
their case the same suspending power which he already pos-
sesses in those of women and young persons) stand approved,
and in some instances amended in a more stringent sense.
On the other hand, the " process 

" Rules-the famous Rules
I. and II. round which the battle has so long raged-
are by the decision of Lord James of Hereford quietly

1 THE LANCET. Nov. 16th, 1901. p. 1354.

shelved for 18 months at least. Manufacturers remain,
consequently, for the present absolutely free from official
interference as far as process is concerned ; the use of raw
lead is still permitted them, and the percentage of soluble
lead yielded by their glazes is a matter for their own considera-
tion and consciences. For the time at least their plea that
the rules were unworkable must be held to have triumphed ;
and the Home Office manifestly failed to establish their case
despite the strong representations contained in the reports
of their chosen experts Dr. T. Oliver and Dr. T. E.

Thorpe. Lord James of Hereford felt that he was not

justified in deciding that regulations of a novel and drastic
character should be forced upon an industry loudly pro-

testing its inability to comply with them. He had before

him the official admission that Rule II., in demanding o
low a standard of solubility as 2 per cent., ’’asked too

much," and foreign expert evidence which was tolerably
satisfactoiy as to the possibility of exclusive fritting but

gave a very uncertain sound on the solubility question,
and the statistics showing a remarkable diminution in the
cases of lead-poisoning from the time that the special
rules of 1898 first introduced the compulsory use of fans
for the removal of poisonous dust, the wearing of overalls,
and better facilities for washing. But while he declared his
determination not to interfere hastily with trade he also
made it abundantly clear that he considered the questions
of life and health involved in the inquiry to be his prime
concern. He stated quite plainly that the merely palliative
measures of fans and cleaner floors, on which the manufac-
turers’ counsel insisted as remedies of themselves sufficient
to stamp out plumbism, did not satisfy him though he was
prepared to grant a further trial of their efficiency, and he
urged upon employers the duty not only of doing everything
to mitigate their workpeople’s danger by improvement of

buildings and strict conformity to rule, but of engaging in
fresh researches with a view to reduce the quantity of raw
lead at present in use and to attain in glazes a standard of
solubility at least as low as that suggested by the Home
Office. Lord James thus admits the desirability of reducing
the amount of soluble or raw lead. The lead question cannot
therefore be considered dead. So much for the rules opposed
by the masters. Rule VI. was temporarily withdrawn like-
wise in deference to the objections of the men. Evidence

tendered by representatives of union and non-union men
alike gave proof of the fact that to the average work-

ing potter the terrors of suspension from work loom even

larger than those of plumbism. The medical advantages of
suspension being undoubted it is to be hoped that Lord

Tames’s earnest appeal in this connexion to the manu-

:acturers to take upon themselves in some form the burden
)f the Workmen’s Compensation Act will meet with a

generous response, for in that case the men are ready to
vitbdraw their objection. It is not the examination they
lread, but the loss of their means of livelihood that may
’esult from it. 

___

ARE BURNING SHALE HEAPS A NUISANCE?

IT is not surprising to find that a burning shale heap has
been ruled a nuisance considering that it gives off sulphurous
and other gases detrimental to health, especially when the
heap is in close proximity to dwelling-houses. Even in the

country where quick diffusion is possible the effects may be
noticed and are disgusting to passers-by. The Corporation
of Oldham have recently obtained an injunction against a
colliery company who deposited a large heap of shale in a.

thickly-populated part of the town. The heap has been on
fire for several years, and the only way to get rid of it, so it
is urged, is by allowing it to burn out. The case was heard in
the Chancery Court of Lancashire at Manchester before Vice-
Chanceilor Hall, K.C., and the hearing occupied 10 days.


